
 
 

7 Expert Tips for a Perfect Deck  
From conception to construction, build a fantastic deck that's functional, too. 

by Sara Brown/Loghome.com 

  

 

With the summer season right around the corner, we’re all getting ready to open our 

windows, step outside and soak up every last second of the warm-weather months. And 

  
Designing the right deck goes beyond buying attractive building materials. Make sure your  

layout, orientation, f urnishings and more all work toward making your space exactly what  

you want.   
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what better way to make the most of the great outdoors than with a deck, built to bring you 

endless amounts of fun while bringing added value to your log home?  

But before putting shovel to the soil, you’ll need to do some thorough planning to ensure 

you’ll build a deck that you and your family will love and use frequently. So whether you 

have the luxury of designing your deck to perfectly suit your new custom log home or 

you’re building an outdoor space as an add-on to your existing home, check out these 

expert tips for designing your dream deck.  

First things first, you’ll need to think about where you’ll want the deck located on the house. 

According to Mike Rudh from Decks.com, the average outdoor area is about 12 to 18 

percent of the square footage of the entire house, so try to imagine your deck as you would 

any other room in your log home. For example, you wouldn’t end a room in the middle of a 

window, so don’t do the same thing with your deck. “Keep the parameter of your deck away 

from your windows by at least 2 feet, or you’ll be looking out the window at a rail,” he 

suggests.  

Function: Most people use their deck for dining outside, so think about positioning your 

deck in a way that allows for an entrance into your home’s kitchen — an easy design 

decision that will make a big difference when grilling or entertaining guests at meal time. To 

accommodate eating outdoors, many homeowners are incorporating an octagon or bumpout 

space on their deck to separate the table and chairs into their own designated dining area. 

A screened-in area, such as a gazebo, would also work for this type of setting. For other 

types of entertaining, items like built-in hot tubs and outdoor kitchens are becoming more 

popular in today’s deck designs.  

Layout: Once you’ve covered the basic design considerations, it’s time to start thinking 

about the size and style deck you want to build. Take a walk around your yard — or 

construction site — and map out your potential deck using rope or a garden hose. Rudh 

recommends using 2-foot increments when deciding on the size of your deck. “Lumber is 

typically cut to 8-foot, 10-foot, 12-foot and 16-foot lengths,” he explains, “so picking a 

standard size deck that adheres to these measurements will save on scrap materials and, in 

turn, money.”  

Entrance: Although designing a doorway that walks straight out onto the deck is the most 

desirable option, if you live in snow country, think about incorporating a small staircase 



down from the doorway to keep standing snow from sitting on the threshold and leaning 

against your door.  

Deck exits: If you decide to build steps from your deck down to your back yard, you’ll need 

to read up on staircase regulations in your area. A width of 36 inches is typically as narrow 

as you can build your deck’s stairway, and the run of each step should be between 10 and 

12 inches deep for proper safety. If you have a second-story deck, consider a landing 

midway down your staircase to minimize potential falls.  

Square footage: When thinking about the depth of your deck, consider how far your deck’s 

joists can span before you’ll need to add another beam. (This can be costly if you have to 

add another complete set of piers to hold up your deck.) Just short of 12 feet is the 

maximum span common for 2-by-8-inch joists under most conditions, but with an added 

cantilever, a 14-foot deck can be built from one set of piers and beams. From there, you 

can create a deck that’s as wide as you like, but take depth into consideration to avoid 

higher costs and a deck that extends too far into your yard.  

Railing spacing: Typically, deck railings are required for any deck more than 30 inches 

above the ground, and for stairs with five or more steps. The height of a deck railing often 

needs to be between 36 and 42 inches, but again, this can be subject to various building 

restrictions. The regulations for spacing between balusters usually calls for 4 to 6 inches, 

and the space between your deck floor and the bottom of the railing should be 2 to 4 

inches.  

House considerations: Also, remember to consider certain exterior parts of your home’s 

structure, such as water spigots, dryer vents and down spouts. “If you can, building your 

deck lower than these problem areas will save you some money,” Rudh advises.  
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